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DRIVING from the
Morth Shove Sunday
afternoon, did you miss
a flight or ferry sailing?

Or arrive late for a music
conicert, play or ilm? Or miss
ancappointment, abandon a
bospital visit, cancel a family
gathering, lose business while
a delivery truck idled i long
hinetper :

Or did you Eﬁ&w anive
tight as a violin suing and

“mightily Enomdﬁzgﬁa

arogue cugsing and a
substituted afternoon nap
couldn't alleviare.

You guessed it: Lions Gate
was closed for three damaging
hours because of what is
cuphemistically talled a0
police incident ”

. The “incident” was what
police informally call “a

t moving on life’s high

This Just In

 jumper.” Yes, an egocentric
_ cxhibitionist ﬁrwgnﬁwﬁm

o oft ?Emmx\ herself by ;
stepping into the air from the
bridee.

And police procedure
this incident was stickhandled
by the Vancouver police

s to halt all bridee trathe

and try to ralk the would- wm

. suicide out ot it

I hate to repeat myself, gm
this advice has to refr eshed:
Bither let the jumper jump, or
park a police car ot two in the
appropriate lane, bring out
the s with the big flashing

asrowy, and keep the

other two lines opent.

- Put the highest priovity
on keeping life moving. The
jumpers cais work out their
own fate, or have it worked
out for them by a couple of

“ persuasive cops and maybe a

psychologist.

Boubtless there isa
poignant story behind every
troubled jumper. Know
what? We are all troubled.
The successhl are troubled,
The celebs are troubled.
The belly-scratchers out for
‘2 good time on Saturday
night are gci& All God’s
or Darwin's childeen are
troubled.

The issue is whether the
self-centred jumpers’ troubles
should spill over to tens of
thousands of other people.

And selfcentred they
are. They could make more
private arrangéments for their
demise. But they choose to
draw inconvenient attention
to their troubles,

A sulcide is of course a
terrible thine. The suicide
of the young is especially
terrible, But closing a bridge
won't stop it.

1 expect few to agree, but
it’s bitterly ironic that such
effort is tnvested in trving
1o save the life of a [usually
phony) jumper while Canada
zealously protects the right
to destroy more than 90,000
sentsate and innccent wﬁamﬁ
a year, harshly stigmatizing
those who stive to protect
them.

- As for the person
threatening o jump fom
the Lions Gate last Sunday:
He /she didn't, \
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